
APPENDIX B

EXTRACT FROM THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ELECTORAL PROVISIONS 
SUB-COMMITTEE ON 31ST OCTOBER 2017

5. NEW POLLING DISTRICTS FOR GREENHITHE WARD 

The sub-committee received a report seeking agreement to recommend the creation 
of two new polling districts in Greenhithe Ward and the re-configuration of the 
existing polling districts to the General Assembly of the Council. It was reported that 
since the last review of polling districts and polling places in 2014 the electorate in 
the two existing polling districts in Greenhithe Ward had risen well above the 
Electoral Commission’s  recommended upper limit of 2,500 electors entitled to vote 
in a polling station. Although there would need to be a wider review of polling 
arrangements once the current review by the Local Government Boundary 
Commission had been completed any new arrangements arising from that review 
would not take effect until May 2019   If there was a major election before May 2019 
the current polling arrangements in Greenhithe would not be fit for purpose and the 
sub-committee was asked to consider the creation of two new polling districts and 
the reconfiguration of the existing polling districts to provide suitable arrangements in 
case this were to happen.

It was proposed that the existing DA Greenhithe polling district should be split into 
two new polling districts DA Greenhithe, essentially formed of properties in the old 
Greenhithe Village, and DC Abbey, to serve Ingress Park. DA Greenhithe would 
retain its existing polling station in the Bronze Inc Tanning Studio whilst DC Abbey 
would have its own polling station for the first time, possibly located at the new 
Community Centre or in a mobile unit. The existing DB Knockhall polling district 
would also be split into two with a new DB Knockhall polling district serving the major 
built area at the north end of the polling district and a new polling district, DD Cherry 
Orchard, serving the new build area in Ebbsfleet. DB Knockhall would retain the 
existing polling station at the Royal British Legion Club on London Road and DD 
Cherry Orchard would have its polling station in Cherry Orchard Primary School, 
possibly moving to the nearby Community Centre when this opened.

Members were also asked to recommend a new definition of a polling place as a 
“location within the polling district, unless special circumstances require otherwise” 
rather than the current definition which for permanent stations defined the polling 
place as a zone within a 250 metre radius from the location of the permanent polling 
station. The change was recommended to allow the Returning Officer to have more 
flexibility to identify a suitable location for a polling station if the existing location was 
not available.

Members welcomed the proposals which addressed the requirements of the growing 
population and electorate within Greenhithe Ward and felt that the new polling district 
boundaries and polling station locations were sensible and appropriate. The use of 
the Bronze Inc Tanning Salon at recent elections was discussed and it was accepted 
that whilst the location might not be ideal it was currently the best available in the 
polling district and would be dealing with a much smaller number of electors as a 
result of the new polling arrangements.



RESOLVED:

1 That the General Assembly of the Council be recommended to create two new 
Polling Districts in Greenhithe ward, DC Abbey (Ingress Park) and DD Cherry 
Orchard (Ebbsfleet), with the boundaries shown on the map at Appendix A to 
the report, with effect from the publication of the revised register of electors.

2 That the General Assembly of the Council is recommended to agree the re-
configuration of the existing polling districts, DA Greenhithe and DB Knockhall, 
with the boundaries shown in the Map at Appendix A to the report, with effect 
from the publication of the revised register of electors.

3 That the General Assembly of the Council be recommended to agree that the 
polling place for each polling district in the Borough should be defined as a 
“location within the polling district, unless special circumstances require 
otherwise”.


